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T be Confeffion of Edward Fitz-Harys Eſquire, 
Written with bis own Hand, and delivered 
to Dr, Hawkins «2M inifter of the Tow:r, 
Jaly 1. 1681; being the day of bis Execution : 
T ogether with bis laſb Speech, 


Edwed Fitzharys, having been Indifted of High'Treafſon, 
for endeayouring to de: hrone the KING, was thereupon 
# tound Guilty, and Sentence of Death paſſed upon me. I 
the aforeſaid Edward Fitz herys do voluntarily anc fr-ely,with- 
ont ay hopes to ſave my Life, bur as a Dying Man, and to 
diſcharge my Conſcience towards. God, and'for rhe betrer fa- 
tisfaRion of the World, make rehis D:claration foffowing; in 
the preſence of God, andunts DoRor Francis Hawkins, Chap- 
lain of the Tower of London, | 
I do profeis and declare my Rehgion in the general to be that 
which hath becn rruly and anciently deliveret in the firſt Four 
General Councils; and tn particular, my Belief is that true 
Faith of a Chriſtian briefly contained in thoſerhree Creeds com- 
monly called The Apoſtles Creed, Sr. Arharafius's, and the Nicene 
Creeds : And I'dic a Member, and inthe Comn unjonof Chrift's 
Holy Catholick Church, hoping for Mercy through the alone 
Merirs of the Paſſion of our Lord'and Saviour Jefss Chriſt, 
I do alſo confeſs and declare, as tothe Crimes which I dis 
for. I was ho finthcr concerned in the, Libel, than as employed 
to give the King notice of what Libelsor other Accafations there 
were againſt himy and co this tntenr,and no other, I eneavouired 
togetthis Libel : which at length Idid frormy Mr. Zoetard, all 
written under his own Hand, and carried'it to Mrs. Wall, by 
whoſe mcans [ conveyed alt Matters of this or the like nature 
tothe King. | told her I had a Buſinefsof greatconfequence to 
acquaint the King with : But the anfwer'd me, Thatmy Lord 
S#:de: lard being out, there would be no Money had for Secret 
Service, and adviſed me to go to the Lord Clirendox or Hyde: 
Bur bctore I could do this, E wastakew -As for thar partofthe 
Libel which I left with Everard,as a Pledgeto aſſure him I would 
. _ nat betray him, | received it of the, Lord Howard : And the 
' Money I received trom the King, was for bringing a-Libel cal- 
Iced The King Unvail'd, and the Lady Portſmonths _Anicles. 1 
call God to witneſs, I nevet had a Farthirg Charky from the 
King. | . T5 
Y do further confeſs and declare, That the Lord Howard told 
me of a Dcfignto ſeize upon the King's Perſon, and to carry him 
' into the City, and theredetain him til} he had condeſcended to 
their Delires. Heyns and my ſelf were privy to this Deſign, 
and had ſcycral Mce.ings with the Lord Howard ; andas in En- 
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couragement, the Lord Foward aſſured us of breaking the Ser- 
tlement of Irelard, taking off the Additional Revenue of rhe 
Biſhops, Forty nine Men, and Grantees, whoſe Eſtates wereto 
| be ſhardamongſR the Party. | 

I do confeſs and declare, That while I was in Newzate, the 
_ Sheriffs, Bethel and Corniſh, came to me, with a Token from 
the Lord Howard, which I knew to be true, and brought Heads 
with them from Everard, wherein he accuſed me ot being a 
Covrt-Emiſſary, orTorkift, pur on by the King to put che Libel 
into Proteſtants Houſes, to trepan them. Bur I declare upon 
mydeath Ihad no ſuch intent, nor do I know any..ſuch thing. 
The Sheriffs likewiſe told me, I was to be tryed within three or 
four Days, that the People would proſecute me, and the bar. 
liament would Impeach me, and that nothing would ſave my 
Life but diſcovering the Popiſh Plot 3 and then ihe Sheriffs a« 
foreſaid gave me great Encouragement from my Lord Howard, 
that if I. would declare that I believed fo much of the Por as 
amounted to the introducing the R. C. or if I could find out 
any that could Criminate the Queen, R,H. or make fo much 
as a plauſible Srory to confirm the Plot, that the Parliamenr 
would reſtore me to my Fathers Eſtate, with the Profits thereof 
fince His Majcſtics Reſtauration, I finding my ſelf in tte cog- 
dition I was, in Newgate, Fettered, Moneylcls and Fricnleſs, 
my Wife ready to Ly-in, without any ſubſiſtence, my .Chile 
dren in a miſerable condition, and muſt needs be in a worſe by 
my death, and I could ſee no other kefuge for life, but con ply- 
ing with them ; fo, not with ambitious intear, but to ſave my 


life, I did comply. . The Sheriffs brought loſtruRions, which - 


they ſaid.came from the Lords and Commons, who met thacr 
day in order. to Addreſs to the King in my behalf (it ] ſhould 
confirm the InſtryRions;) andthey madeuſe ofthe Lord 5 haf, s- 
bury's Name,; and gthers, what Adyantage 3 might have there- 
by. Ar the firſt L made a jormal Story concerning the Plot, 
which was not prejudicial to any body, but moſt rclating to. ge- 
neral Heads known publickly ; upon which Mr, Corziſh. told me, 
Theſe were things cry.d,abour the Streets two years ago : Ire- 
plyed, I could fay no more» Mr, Sheriff ſaid, he was ſorry. for 
me with all his heart, byt thought I could ſay more it I would, 
and preſſed me hard to {peak to ſeyeral Heads, unto which unleſs 
I ſpoke, he ſaid, there was no hopes of life 3 the Heads.which I 
wasto ſpeak to, is what the Examination raken by Sir Robert 


Claztsn and Sir George Treby contains, agda great deal more that. 


1 did not ſay then, relating to the Queen, R. H, Earl of Darby, 
Ceclaring French Perifioners, Lords Hallifax, Hyde, Clarendin, 
Ferverfbam, Seymer, and: others 3 the burning. the Fleer, Forts 
2nd Governments in. Popiſh hands, Meal-Tub-Plot, Ptentices 
Plot, the Contrivance of the Libel on the Lady Portſmouth, be- 
ing 4 French Deſign to deſtroy Proteſtants, Thele and many 
other Heads were brought to me by the Sheriffs. | 
IT : 
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I do further confeſs and PIX, That Sir Robert Clayton and 
Sir George [reby coming to me to examine me, Sir Kobers Clay- 
ton as.ed me _nhat [ could ſay concerning Godfrey's Murder & 1 
arſwered, Som. thing. He replied 1 may bel was in a Confuſion; 
r«co.ledt yur ſelf, And what I ſaid concerning Father Patrick, 
was forces ou: of me, and wWhar I ſaid conceripg him isnotrrue, 
Sir George 11eby was with me thrce hours, or there. bouts, and 
preſſed ro ſay concerr:ing Goafrey's Death : And laid, Urleſs 
{ could ſpeak to that Iiurder, Icould ſay nothing ; Whereupon, 
I {aid fomething I tad from others. . He asked m-if Fooud ſay 
:.0more £ | replied, 1s not tiis enough to ſave my. Life? Am 
I not Rogueenough £ The Recorder hereupoun ware, Zour ds, 
what were You ever but 4 Rogue ©. Then the Recorder ented 
upon the Heads of the Exami-oation' ; which being done, ketold 
me, All this wonld pot ſavemy Life, unleſs I would ſpeak tathe 
Libel, whith was a Conrt-3rick ; And it was not for nothing that 1 
had ieen jeen' ſo often at the Laiy Portimouuth's. * The, Lord 
 Shaftsburylaid, Tou know more of theſe matters than any men. Yir 
. George would h-ve me ſpeak ro the Conſult ; tha: the Duke 
was ar it, the Lords Bellaſis, Arundel and Powis wete at it,: You 
have ſeen them go to it at St James's ; without doubt the were 
there z Do jou but ſay it, we ave thoſe that will ſwear it. 

I do further deciareand confeſs, That what I ſaid againſt the 
Qu«.en and the Duke, I was put upon, 1a the rhatter of Sir 
Edmundbury Godfrey's Murder, And do further declare, That 
whar I iware againſt the. Earl; of Daxby 3: the threatning words 
thar were uttered I did (to the beſt of my remembrance ) hear, 
but whom they concern'd I could not wel know,by what my Lord 
himſelt ſaid. And what de Pwisteld me concerning my Lord 
of Deny, 1 do believe was ſpokenout of ill: wiil 5 And what I 
ſaid ag. loſt him, was to ſtave off my Tryal tilla Parliament, and 
they were the more &: firous to accuſe the Lord, Danby of God- 
frg's Mi der, becauſe the Crime of Murder is notinfected in 
his Pardon. \I am ſorry for what I ſaid againſt theQueen, his 
Royal Highneſs, andthe Earl of Dazby; Idefne God:-to forgive 

nic the wrong 1 eidthem.. and do heartily; beg their Pardons 
© ] do turther declare and proteſt, That this Confeſſion and 
Declaration of mire, Town ſincerely, as:a dying man, and not 
to lave my Life; And / call-Geq and all his Angels towitaeſs 
the:Truth ofit, And 1 renounce Mercy atthe Hands of God Al- 
mighty, it this be not true..,, | 
© And Ido further declare and proteſt, as dying, man unto 
F-mes Walmefly. Edward P attcl and Mary Walmeſly, That I have 
made this Coatefhon and Declaration unto. Dr. Hawkins, freely, 
and of my own voluntary accord, withour any manner of promiſe 
made,or hops given me by him from the King of ſaving fy. Lite 
by this Confcſſopy; I having given himto underſtand beforehand 
rſey were matters of Conſequence, and ſuch as chiefly concern_ 
ed the good of the King and Kingdom. 
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I give the DoRtor my hearty Thanks for all his Prayers, 
Counſel and Charitable Offices he hath done me, and Ipray God 
to bleſs him for ever for ir. 1 forgive all the World, and defire 
all the Worldto forgive me ; And the Lord have mercy on my 


Soul, 
Edward Fitz. Harys. 


This Proteflation was made by Mr. Fitz-Harys, July 1. b:tween the hours of 7 and 8 in 


the morning, in the preſence and hearing of us whoſe Names are here wnder-written. 
James Wolmeſly, Edward Partel, Mary Walmcfly. 


J Do hereby declare, That Me. Fitz-Harys, before he began to write 
«ny part of this Narrative, was, more than once, aſſured vy me that 
there was no hope of his bfe, that I know of, whatever he houldſay ; 
mor of bis Salvation, if he ſhowld ſay any thing that he knew rote 
falſe © of mhich be being throwghly ſenſible, aud perfetly. convinced, 
roceeded to write the Narrative aforeſaid. And 1 continuing to 
admoniſh him upon every point that was material,not to ſay anything 
but what was exattly true, he #00k occaſion, at ſeveral periods of his 
Nerrative,zo kneel down, and ſolemnlyto Proteſt the Truth of every 
word theretn contained, And this 1magain declare upon the Faith of 
« Chriſtian, and the word of a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Francis Hawkins, 


Mr. Fitz-Harys's Speech at his Execution. 


Wor'd, and do 
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